Packing for Winter Workshop

Winter Workshop will be here before we know it!  As you read over your instructor’s supply list, there are some general items that will make life a little more comfortable and convenient for you while in class.  If you’ve been to Atlantic Center for Winter Workshop before, you know what to expect.  If you haven’t been there before, this will help orient you a bit. 
Keep in mind that Atlantic Center is not a dedicated metal & jewelry school.  It is an interdisciplinary art center with a dance studio, music studio, computer studio, painting studio & sculpture studio – these are the places we’ll be “converting” to metal studios for our time there. It’s not a perfect conversion by any means, so your understanding, patience and help are always appreciated.
Our chapter brings nearly all the equipment from our DeLand studio to begin the transformation—everything from anvils to paper towel, baking soda to rolling mills – just about everything but our utility sink – and we’d bring that, too, if we could.  First, we have to protect the flooring in three of the studios—two are carpeted and one is a beautiful hardwood dance floor.  We rent tables and then arrange them to serve as student and teacher “benches” and work surfaces.  We provide a limited number of communal torch set-ups, along with quenching bowls and pickle pots. Not all rooms have sinks, so some classes will be using portable outdoor sinks – not bad if the weather is good!  And we can’t start this “transformation” until less than 24 hours before you arrive—using only volunteers.  
It is a daunting task, and we spend months preparing because we believe in what we do. Will it be perfect? (Did I mention we are all volunteers?) Probably not, but we do everything we can to create an environment that allows you to explore new ideas as you work among friends. But we also depend on your understanding, cooperation and help as we are all members of the same pretty fantastic organization, FSG.   

That said, consider the suggestions below to make your experience that much better.
1.
Bring a task light – remember, the spaces are not traditional classrooms and 
some rooms have intentionally soft lighting.

2.
Bring a surge protector/power strip with multiple outlets.  You’ll need 
something to plug in that task light… and any other power tools.

3.
Bring an extension cord – a heavy gauge extension cord.

4.
Bring a cushion for what will otherwise be the most uncomfortable chair 
you’ve ever had the misfortune to sit on for a week.  You’re welcome to 
bring your own task chair – your classmates will cast longing glances its way 
all week.
5.
Bring  “C” clamps – you’ll need them to anchor bench pins to tables, etc. 

6.
If you bring your flexshaft, bring a way to hang it.  

7.
If you think twice about whether you should bring something, you should 
probably bring it, especially if you are coming by car and have room.
8.
Keep in mind that other students and visitors may be in your classroom while you’re away from your desk.  Sometimes, they can’t help admire your work or a unique tool and they may pick it up to admire and then set it down not exactly where it was. If you don’t want visitors to be tempted to “look at your work with their hands,” just bring a cloth to cover your workspace – out of sight, out of mind.
9.
A flashlight is a handy thing to have given the remote and woodsy location of 
the workshop.

10. 
Take advantage of the fact that Tevel from Allcraft will be coming to Winter 
Workshop.  He is happy to bring any tools and materials you order in 
advance with him, and you can save the shipping charges.  He’ll be working 
with the instructors to try to provide exactly what you’ll need for your class… 
and of course, he’ll also have plenty of what you didn’t know existed and 
now can’t live without.  Tevel will be on-site Monday and Tuesday.

11.
Bring an item for the auction… in fact, bring a great item for the auction! 
The auction is only as good as the donations we receive—this is the year to 
be especially generous with your items and with your bidding.  Many of the 
businesses that donated in the past are just not able to honor our requests 
this year – things have been tough. Remember that your donation is tax 
deductible because we are a federally designated non-profit 501 (c) (3) 
educational organization.  Think outside the box, too.  While tools and books 
always bring enthusiastic bidding, unusual items such as a week at one of 
your timeshares, gift cards, a bottle of fine wine, concert tickets—any of 
those items would bring lively bidding.  How exciting would it be to know that 
your donation brought the highest bid of the night!
We know that many of you are travelling a great distance to be here and we know how difficult it is to transport tools by air because of security regulations and the cost of excess baggage.  We’ll have some tools and equipment available for shared use in your studio. Many of your classmates will be willing to share tools, too, but please ask permission before borrowing. If you would like to ship some tools in advance (USPS flat rate is perfect for this!) just let us know and we’ll provide a mailing address. We still encourage each student to bring as many of the items on their supply list as possible to make their class more enjoyable.
Finally, if you are staying on-site, think of the lodging as more of a dorm than a hotel.  It is truly no frills…..no mints on the pillow, no room service, no maid service—not even shampoo & conditioner…or a hair dryer. Just clean linens and a teeny-tiny bar of soap.   No cable –in fact, no TV at all, but there is WiFi in housing and in the studios. So, pack accordingly.  If you forget something, there are discount, grocery and drug stores within just a few miles to pick up those necessities.
See you soon!
